The diagnostic characteristics of a group of patients with primary gastric lymphoma: macroscopic, histopathological and immunohistochemical aspects.
Primary gastric lymphoma is defined as the malignant lymphoproliferative disease with initial symptoms located in the stomach, or tumor mass located in the stomach. This paper aims to present the macroscopic, histopathological and immunohistochemical aspects encountered in a group of patients with primary gastric lymphoma, diagnosed between 2005 and 2010 in the Hematology Clinic of Craiova and the Hematology Clinic of "Fundeni" Institute in Bucharest. This study was performed on a group of 65 patients diagnosed with primary gastric lymphoma. The positive diagnosis in primary gastric lymphoma is established by the histopathological and immunohistochemical analysis of gastric biopsies, taken during the upper gastrointestinal endoscopy, or of gastric resection samples. We used the monoclonal antibodies CD20, CD10, CD5, k light chain, PCNA (proliferating cell nuclear antigen) and Ki67. The average age of the patients enrolled in the study was 52.55 years. The most common macroscopic feature encountered was the mixed ulcerative-vegetative one. We found two histological types, represented by diffuse large B-cell lymphoma (with or without MALT component), and marginal zone lymphoma (MALT type). Both the MALT type lymphoma and the diffuse large B-cell lymphoma revealed B-cell phenotype. A correct diagnosis is very important in terms of therapeutic approach. The characteristics of the group of patients were: a higher number of the aggressive histological type; an excessive use of gastric resection; none of the cases was a T-lymphoproliferation.